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                     **  AUTUMN 2020 - NEWSLETTER  ** 
 
SCHEDULED MASTERS REGATTAS @ KARAPIRO : The Sport of Rowing has 
certainly gone through, and still is going through, an unprecedented period in its 
history, both Internationally and here in New Zealand, with many rowing events 
cancelled.  
As you will all be aware now, the Legion committee reluctantly made the call at its 
March meeting to cancel our April Masters regatta.  Whilst it was disappointing for us 
to have to make that call, we are hopeful that the Legion Masters North Island 
Championships will still go ahead at Karapiro, on Saturday 29th August ’20.   
- Legion trophies and winners medals will be awarded at this regatta, and although at 
Karapiro we are not able to re-create the post-racing atmosphere we so enjoyed at 
our Hamilton regattas in years gone by, we will be hosting a BBQ and prizegiving 
outside the Waipa Room, at the completion of the regatta. 
The 4-week lockdown, and further restrictions in Level 3, has put an end to almost all 
outdoor rowing training, so we would encourage you to look at perhaps spending 
Sunday 30th August at Karapiro as well, to get in some extra training time. 
Please note :  All we can do is hope that sport in New Zealand will have returned to 
normal by the end of August this year.  However, in these uncertain times, we have 
no guarantee that our regatta will go ahead.  We will certainly keep all Masters 
informed. 
The New Zealand Masters Championships, to be hosted by Rowing New Zealand, 
with the assistance of the Legion of Rowers, is scheduled for Karapiro -  Saturday 
19th and Sunday 20th September.**  (fingers crossed that this regatta will go ahead 
as planned) 
(** Please note – this event was incorrectly listed on our website as the previous 
week-end of 12th & 13th)  Be sure to put these amended dates into your rowing 
calendar. 
 
HANDICAP SYSTEM FOR MASTERS ROWERS :  Such a system is used for 
Masters regattas  in Australia, and the Legion of Rowers are considering 
implementing this in future regattas. This of course only applies to events where 
different age categories are combined in the one race.  
Maybe some of you who have experienced this system would like to give us your 
comments on the merits or otherwise of handicapping races? 
 
 



NZ JUNIORS / LEGION TRUST :  The trophy depicted below, is inscribed with the 
words “Scott Shackleton – 2019 World Rowing Junior Championships, Tokyo – 
Thank you for your support. Legion of Rowers Junior Trust” 
It was presented to the Legion by the Shackleton family, in appreciation for the 
Junior Scholarship awarded to their son Scott last year. He was one of four Juniors 
to receive such a scholarship.  As well, extra funds were allocated from the Trust 
towards a discretionary grant, which was awarded by the Junior team management. 
Due to the cancellation of this year’s Maadi Cup regatta, and the Junior trials being a 
non-event, there will be no Junior team selected this year.  However, all probable 
triallists were contacted by Rowing New Zealand, and told they were “still on their 
radar” 
This year, 2020, will possibly be the first time ever, that no awards are to be made. 

 

 
 
 
 

A BLAST FROM THE PAST :  Many of you younger folk would most definitely not 
have been a competitor at the Masters Championships, held on Easter Saturday in 
1985, which was followed a year later, by the E.I.T. Ltd Masters Rowing 
Championships, which took place on Easter Saturday, 29th March 1986. - One of 
our present Legion committee members was recently gifted a copy of the 
programmes for these two regattas, which were the brainchild of Keith Hibberd, a 
non-Legion member at the time, who enlisted the help of the Legion to run those 
regattas. To this day, Keith, now a Legion Life Member, is still involved in the “nuts 
and bolts” of our Masters regattas. 
- Incidentally, both were held on the Tamaki River, in Auckland.  By holding them 
over Easter, it allowed out-of-town competitors to have plenty of time to travel to and 
from the event.  Two press cuttings from that 1985 regatta have also been 
unearthed, and they, along with the regatta programme covers, feature on the 
following 2 pages : 



 



 
 

    INTERNATIONAL MASTERS GAMES ASSOCIATION :  Part of their latest  
     Newsletter features below :  



 

The Coronavirus has severely affected the international sporting calendar, the Masters' 
being no exception. 
 We're working hard to ensure our events are as impacted as little as possible, so you 
can plan to compete in the sports you love. 
 While we continue to monitor the outbreak, we encourage you to follow 
our Instagram and Facebook channels for the latest news. Please also use 
the International Masters Athletes Facebook Group to communicate with fellow Masters 
from around the world, and our website to read the latest and greatest stories from the 
community. 
WMG Kansai 2021 update: 
Currently, the 2021 World Masters Games will continue as planned in Kansai, 
Japan.  The Olympic Games have been rescheduled for July 2021 and we anticipate this 
will not disrupt the biggest event in the Masters calendar. 
 We will continue to work closely with the WMG organising committee to provide the best 
possible experience for every Masters athlete. 
 If you would like to learn more about Kansai 2021, please explore the website.  
imga.ch/news/ 
  
  Information on the postponement of the 2020 Pan-American Masters Games: can 
also be found on the website. 
 

  
    
  

  

 

Worth thinking about... 
"Any fact facing us is not as important as our attitude toward it, for that determines our 
success or failure." 
– Norman Vincent Peale 
    

 
 (If you wish to read the whole newsletter, it can be found on the website of the 
“International Masters Games Association   imga.ch/news/        ) 
 
RULING FOR THE CLASSIFICATION OF NOVICE MASTERS :  Discussions were 
recently held  with Andrew Carr-Smith from Rowit, as regards the grading of a 
Master Novice Rower. 
A lengthy explanation follows, which should clarify this for not only a masters novice 
rower, but also for the coach of that crew : 

 

LEGION OF ROWERS 

CLASSIFICATION RULING FOR MASTERS’ NOVICES 

The Novice rules apply the same way to all rowers:  
Masters, Club, School, etc. 

 
The key date is the end of Maadi. 

 



At the end of Maadi: 
1. The current Novice intake closes and anybody who is a Novice at that time becomes 

an Intermediate; and  
2. A new Novice intake opens 

 
So, for guidance:- 
 "If a Maadi has been held since you became a Novice then you are no longer a Novice; but 
if a Maadi has not been held since you became a Novice,  then you are still a Novice" **  
That simple test tells you whether you're eligible for Novice at the NZ Masters Champs. 
 
** For the purposes of the Rules, the 2020 Maadi is considered to have been held as 
scheduled (but all racing was cancelled) 
 
The way the ability grades work is:- 

1. Anybody who has never rowed a race is "unclassified" as a rower (because they've 
never rowed!) 

2. When somebody rows their first race, they become a "Novice" rower. (Novices are 
rowers whose ability is unknown) 

3. A Novice rower remains Novice until the end of Maadi. At that point they become 
Intermediate (the grade for rowers with the least ability in NZ) then  

4. On 1 Sep all non-Novice rowers' ability is assessed against the Rules, to see if they 
move up or down between Intermediate and Club and Senior. This is based on their 
achievements the prior Season (currently only looking at what they do at Maadi and 
Nationals). 

 
IMPORTANT:-  
 A person who is a Novice at 1 Sep remains a Novice because:- 

1. They had not rowed prior to the most recent Maadi (otherwise they'd be 
Intermediate); and 

2. The next Maadi after they became Novice has not happened yet (which is when they 
become Intermediate). 

 
What this means is:- 

1. Anybody who becomes a Novice in the Off-Season (end of Maadi to 1 Sep) remains 
a Novice for the following Season (1 Sep to end of Maadi), and then becomes 
Intermediate at the end of the Season (end of Maadi) and 

2. Anybody who becomes Novice during the Season  (1 Sep to end of Maadi) is Novice 
for that Season and becomes Intermediate at the end of the Season (end of Maadi) 

 
Because Masters rowing tends to take place over winter, the majority of Masters fall into the 
first category. 
 
This is also the reason the Masters National Champs is scheduled at the start of the 
Season.  
It was deliberately set at that time to cater for Masters who hadn't been rowing at club 
regattas during the Season (as they'd have a huge advantage). 
 
What this means in practice is – 



 Somebody who rows their first race during the Off-Season (e.g. at one of the Legion 
regattas in April or August, or at the S.I. Masters in June) :- 

1. 1.Becomes Novice during the Off-Season; and 
2. Is eligible for Novice at the NZ Masters Champs in September. 

 
BUT somebody who rows their first race during the Season (i.e. after the NZ Masters 
Champs and before Maadi e.g. at a club regatta at Karapiro or Blue Lake or Pupuke, etc) :- 

1. Becomes Intermediate at the end of Season; and 
2. Is not eligible for the following NZ Masters Champs i.e. they miss the opportunity to 

compete as a Novice at a NZ Masters Champs. 
 
Essentially, if a Master rows their first ever race during the Season and after the NZ Masters 
Champs then their only opportunity to compete as a Novice at a NZ Championships is at 
Nationals. 
 
If they wait until after Maadi and row their first ever race during the Off-Season then they can 
compete as a Novice at the NZ Masters (and also at Nationals). 
 
4TH April ’20.      http://rowit. 
 

St George’s Masters Activities during COVID-19 Lock-
down : 
 
This detailed report has been kindly submitted, complete with a great selection of 
photos, by one of our hard-working Legion committee members, Trish Fenton – a 
very active Masters rower, as is revealed in the following pages:   

FIVE St George's rowers were planning to row across Cook Strait and back on April 
16th, from Makara Beach Wellington, to Arapawa Island at the top of the South 
Island – 60 km in total: shortest distance – 

- This was cancelled due to COVID 19.  

We had trained hard over 3 months and built up to 45 kms in one row in an ocean 
coxed quad – with a coffee stop at Maraetai - about 5 ½  hours rowing with some 
very rough water– magical!! 



          

Cook Strait Fairies – Christine, Trish, Judy, Danielle; the Hairy Fairy – Stew; 
the Support Fairy – Evan 

We had managed to get an erg each from the club prior to lock-down - so decided to 
keep training and develop alternate challenges for ourselves.  

First Challenge – The Fairies and the Hairy Fairy decided to row 60 kms between 
us. We set up a “Zoom Room” and invited friends, family and fellow rowers to check 
us out on line – cheer us on and donate funds to Sunday Blessings (an organisation 
that provides a hot meal twice per week to the homeless and/or hungry).  We started 
at 8.30 am and 75 minutes later – WE HAD DONE IT!! and raised nearly $3,500 for 
Sunday Blessings: https://www.sundayblessings.co.nz/  

Some of you may have caught us on TV1 Sports News at 6 pm on April 18th, limited 
sports news available these days?? Our 15 seconds of fame. 

Second Challenge – The ANZAC Challenge on April 25th – row 2504 metres as 
many times as you can between dawn and dusk – the goal was to beat the 
Australians - An event organised by Rowing Australia, Rowing NZ and two-time 
Olympic gold medalist, Eric Murray. 

An email was sent out to the Legion of Rowers to see how many had ergs with them 
in “Lock-Down”. A quick email round to St George’s,  and we had 21 people 
prepared to support the event – a fantastic response. Between us we managed 143 
x 2504 metres – over 358 kms  – But our stand-outs were the McGillivray’s (Jo and 
Baxter) and the Moran’s (Kirsty and Felix) – they each did 34 x 2504 metres  – over 
85 km each. Three Fairies and the Hairy Fairy contributed to this event. 



        

  Jo – 10 Sets        Kirsty – 10 Sets  Baxter 24 Sets 

                          

   Felix – 24 sets   Fairies – 2nd challenge 

 
 

NEW ZEALAND WON!!! 
 
 

Third Challenge – Olderfleet ON-Shore Virtual Regatta, Round TWO – We had 6 
entrants for this regatta run from Larne in Northern Ireland; Mixed Masters Double, 
Womens Open Double and Boys Under 16 Double – each open or masters member 
had to erg for 4 km;  and juniors 2 km;  then submit their times for the Solo Events 
and their respective Doubles Event – Jo Gleeson and Stew Hobbs NAILED IT!!  



 
We also received 3 Bronze medals for the Womens Open Double (Danielle 
LeGallais and Judy Shadbolt), the Under 16 Boys double (Matt LeGallais and 
Thomas Madgewick) and the under 16 Boys Solo (Thomas Madgewick). Two Fairies 
and the Hairy Fairy this time.  
 

                                

   
DON’T LET COVID-19 BEAT US !!! 
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